are described briefly but in sufficient detail to enable the clinician to determine which of several somewhat similar diseases he is faced with, while for the commoner disorders no clinical details are given, since they are easily recognizable by the orthopaedic surgeon and it is their genetics that are under consideration.
Throughout the book, population incidences and tables giving occurrence rates in relatives are provided whenever they are available. When these are not known, the reports of families where the condition has been clearly shown to be genetically determined are balanced by any available evidence suggesting sporadic occurrence ofan apparently identical condition.
The absence of photographs or X-rays in a book with such a strong orthopoedic emphasis seems to be a serious omission, but may be explained by the number of illustrations needed to do justice to the several hundred conditions described. The authors suggest that their book should be read in conjunction with a specific atlas and other reference books. In the biochemical section progress has already overtaken the authors in that most of the enzymes described as undiscovered have since been isolated. Also on page 60 glycogen storage disease Type I is unfortunately associated with the wrong enzyme.
These, however, are minor matters that do not affect the usefulness of a book which those responsible for giving genetic advice will wish to keep readily to hand.
A C BERRY
Ventilatory and Phonatory Control Systems edited by Barry Wyke MB BS MD pp xiii+531 illustrated £6 London: Oxford University Press 1974 This book reports the proceedings of an international symposium held at the Royal College of Surgeons, London, in January 1972. As the title implies, it bridges the gap between speech and the lungs, between speech therapist and chest physician; but involving also linguistics, laryngology and bioengineering. Barry Wyke, the editor, is to be congratulated on producing a readable reference volume which combines the papers of experts in various fields with the flavour of lively discussion. It is the book for a prospective PhD candidate to read; out of date, perhaps, because of the lapse of time between oration and publication, but a provider of food for thought and action none the less.
It is difficult for a reviewer to pick out chapters of special merit when the whole, although highly specialized, is of a high standard. The discussions (obviously severely edited, because no one speaks so succinctly at any medical meeting) which highlighted differences and agreements in so many areas, the very cut-and-thrust of debate among experts, make the most interesting reading. When papers range from the muscular activity in normal and abnormal ventilation by Professor E J M Campbell, to mechanisms influencing phonatory (horrible word) behaviour by Stevens, Langefoged and Fourcin, how can one pick out a subject ofexcellence?
Expensive? Yes, but good value at the price and if you have a thesis in mind, buy it; otherwise it is a book of valuable reference for the medical library.
JAMES CALNAN
Understanding Homosexualityits biological and psychological bases edited by J A Loraine pp 217 £6.50 Lancaster: Medical & TechnicalPublishing 1974 This pot-pourri of eight chapters from diverse medical and nonmedical contributors is finally commented upon by the editor, leaving the reader in no doubt of the sincerity of his own personal and social concern with the problem of homosexuality; though I had not previously thought of a homosexual way of life as a positive contribution towards combating world overpopulation.
The first lucid but pessimistic chapter from A J Cooper concerns the diverse etiologies of homosexualitythat it is not a homogeneous conditionwhere genetic and hormonal influences sensitize a particular individual to diverse environmental conditions, both psychological and social. He avers that the complexity of these factors though widely studied have at best yielded clinical impressions, and doubts the possibility of achieving supporting scientific evidence. This difficulty is clearly demonstrated by the second chapter, which attempts an analysis of the pattern of male homosexuality and takes up just over a quarter of the book, with nearly 200 references. Though K W Freund's writing is somewhat turgid in style, he commands the reader's admiration for his obsessional scholarly effort in the elusive search for objective scientific accuracy in his work. F E Kenyon writes a full and comprehensive review of female homosexuality, again emphasizing how little is yet known of its extent, or of its personal and social implications. Apart from this contribution, female homosexuality receives disappearingly scant mention in the rest of the book.
Later chapters make interesting reading in their individual discussions on other aspects of this 'condition', e.g. increasing liberalization in Holland; an informative account by a leader of the Albany Trust; a contrasting but carefully measured chapter on the position of the Law; another on the dilemma of the Church; and finally one describing the particular influence of male homosexuality on types and dissemination of VD.
In summary, this book demonstrates, by its varied insightful approaches, a humanitarian awareness that helps counter the multitude of destructive forces all about us.
CARICE ELLISON
Modern Trends in Toxicology -2 edited by E Boyland PhD DSC and Roy Goulding BSC MD FRCP pp vii+263 £8.20 London: Butterworths 1974 This second 'Modern Trends in Toxicology' by the authoritative editorial couple, Boyland and Goulding, concentrates on the pressing need to control drug hypersensitiveness (J Pepys) and explores current theories on the immunological mechanisms of drug toxicology (Dennis Parke). The theme is also projected into industrial toxicology (J Cuthbert), and a remarkably wide spectrum of recent world literature is most helpfully analysed. Aldridge of the MRC Biochemical Mechanisms Section also comments somewhat unhelpfully; but the good overwhelms the second-rate and makes this new survey of current toxicology invaluable to the expert.
KEITH SIMPSON
Manual on Artificial Organs Volume IL The Oxygenator by Yukihiko Nose MD PhD pp xv+350 illustrated £17.70 Saint Louis: C VMosby 1973 London: Henry Kimpton This book deals with various aspects of the pump oxygenator and its use and is written by several members of the medical, surgical and technical staff of the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. Between them and under a varying degree of editorial control, the authors have attempted to describe the anatomical and physiological principles underlying cardiopulmonary bypass, its scope and the practical details of current techniques. Regrettably, the pharmacology of drugs related to bypass is not discussed. The book is apparently written for the benefit of medical, surgical and technical trainees and is phrased in terms which are understandable to both medical and nonmedical readers: it is probable that the work will be unable to satisfy the real needs of any of these groups. The volume is profusely illustrated but not all the line drawings are of a high quality and, since few of the illustrations have accompanying legends, it is necessary to peruse the neighbouring pages of text to grasp the significance of the more cryptic diagrams. References are listed in the final seventy pages of the book which constitute an exhaustive catalogue of important papers on the subject until 1970 or so. Comparatively few references appearing after this date are quoted and herein lies the fundamental limitation of such a work. Cardiopulmonary bypass has made astonishing progress during the last two decades and it is right that this should be recorded, but the relevant journals continue to publish accounts of new and important developments in the subject. In this situation those who are brave enough to put together an expensive, textbook on the pump oxygenator (which is no substitute for experience and tuition in a proficient unit) may well be rewarded by that degree of enthusiasm usually reserved for the perusal of yesterday's newspapers. The definitive textbook on the subject has yet to be published. RICHARD has already reached a third edition in its eighth yearproof of its value as a practical pocket guide (it fits the Casualty and GP jacket) to the emergency treatment of acute poisoning.
The warning that it is now common for several drugs to be taken at the same time is sound, and the statistics, the practice, the laboratory coordination are all up to date. Curiously, I could not find a word on the very common Carbrital.
This little book must be within arm's reach, if not in the pocket, of everyone facing the emergencies of acute self-poisonings. It is invaluable, and sound.
White Cells in Inflammation edited by C Gordon Van Arman PhD pp xi+ 148 illustrated $14.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1974 This little book contains six chapters concerning important factors in the acute inflammatory reaction. Despite the title the first chapter is largely concerned with the effects of the blood platelets, and the last with the mechanism of cedema in normal and granulocytopenic rats. Anyone interested in inflammation, for instance those preparing for the final examination of the Royal College of Pathologists, would find them fascinating and thought-provoking. The authors say that some of the material presented may soon be outdated, but if so, they will be well pleased! It is unfortunate that such a well-produced book should have a 'scrambled' sentence on page 7line 9.
J G HUMBLE

